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Period for Reply 

A SHORTCNED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH<S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- €xtensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37*CFR 1 .136<a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty <30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTt-IS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See37-CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 10 October 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. ^ b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in •condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under €x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 4S3 OiG. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 2-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E ClaimTs) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim<s) 2-y is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)0 accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may ^ot request that any objection to the drawing^s) be held in abeyance. See 37CFf^ 1 .^a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction fifed on is: a)Q approved b)^ disapproved by ihe Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action, 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. ^ 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 1iO 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made -of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-<d) or<f). 

a)OAII -bO Some*c)0 None of: 

1 .Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have t>een received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau <PCT Rule 1 7.2<a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgnrvent is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. ^ 1 19<e)Xto a provisional application). 

a)0 The translation of the foreign language provisional application has -been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S<:. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of 1^€fer*nces Cited (PTO^92) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary <PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Oraftsperson's Patent Orawing1?eview {PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ ^nformation Olsclosuf e ■StatenrKint{s)'<PTO-1449) "Paper No(s) 7 . -6) Q Other: 
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Claims rejection 



The election in paper no. 6 has been acknovvledged. 

The following non-statutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy so as to prevent unjustified or improper timewise ext-ension of 
the right to exclude granted by a patent. See In re Schneller, 397 F.2d 350, 1 58 USPQ 210 
(CCPA 1968). 

Claims 2-9 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claim 1 -57 of U.S. patent No. 6,3 1 9,76 1 . 

As a matter of discussion, claims 2-9 are addressed by claims 1,2,14,40 of the patent. The 
claimed second region s a stopper of the parallel ciystallization in claims 6,8 is also addressed by 
claims 14,40. This is because crystallization in lateral position must have a stopping point andean 
not go indefinitely for unlimited lateral distance within the island. Therefore, the region where the 
lateral expansion stops is the stopping region. 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .321(b) would 
overcome the non-statutory double patenting rejection provided the conflicting patent is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application. See 37 C.F.R § 1 1 .78(d). 

Claims 10-17 have been allowed. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant '-s disclosure. 
Refer to FN: 5/922,125. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Fetsum Abraham 
at telephone number (703) 305,3793, or by E-mail atfetsum.abrahant@uspto.^ov. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the-status of this application should be 
directed to the SPE ofA U:2S26 at (703)308-6601 , or the Group receptionist at (703) 308-0956. 

Fetsum Abraham 
12/20/01 



